Rescue for rare complications of the hepatic artery in living donor liver transplantation using grafts of autologous inferior mesenteric artery.
This report describes two rescued cases with rare complications of the hepatic artery in living-donor liver transplantation (LDLT). In both cases a segment of the autologous inferior mesenteric artery (IMA) was successfully used as an arterial graft for re-vascularization under microsurgery. The first case was that of a pseudoaneurysm of the hepatic artery, which caused massive gastrointestinal bleeding. The hepatic arteries of the pre- and post-aneurysm were divided, and the arterial graft from the recipient's IMA was interposed for reconstruction. The second case was that of an intimal dissection of the recipient's hepatic artery. Because the dissection extended to the root of the common hepatic artery, the autologous IMA was interposed between the donor's hepatic artery and the proximal stump of the recipient's splenic artery. Reconstruction using the arterial graft of the autologous IMA is feasible for re-vascularization of the hepatic artery in liver transplantation.